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PRESS RELEASE

Psychic Photographs .

9 October - 30 November, 2007

artandphobgraphsgdlery siftstheevidence for the
arguably self-fulfilling bdief in spiritudism by the
bereaved (as agang the more probable manipulation of
phobgraphic sZances), with afascinating collection of
Psychic Photographsfromthe 19" and 20" centuries.

f

Thestrikingly surreal images taken at psychic sZances by the successful Falcone brothers,
much praised and defendead as genuine spirit phobgrapheas during the 1930sin the pages of
theweekly spiritudist publication, The Greater World, are evidently of deviousintention
and effect.

Craig and George Falcona (whose mother was a conventiond spiritudist medium)
specialised in holding sittingswhere visitors were allowed to see the camera being loaded
with fresh film and observe thewhole process from exposure to development. This
reinforced the authenticity of ther psychic phobgraphs distinguished by the appearance of
spirits or 'extras’ aongsdethar human counierpats. They were eventudly arrested, tried
and convicted of fraud in South Africain 1931, ontheevidence of two plaindothes men
posng as sitters. All ther equipment was confiscated and the brothers were sentenced to pay
fines of £150each, or serve 12 monthsimprisonment with hard labour. The prosecution
established that the'extras they obtained were phaomechanical images tha displayed the
dotted appearance of screen-printing. The cloudy'ectoplasm’ surrounding them was foundto
be cotton wool: a phobgraphic cutting and cotton wool was in their posession. Mot
incriminaing, an unexpod plate, when developed showed a pre-exposed 'extra. Despite
this the magazine continued to suppot them, collecting fundsfor thar defense, contesting
the charges and condemning the verdict as the produd of anti-spiritudist bias. Even Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle, who earlier espoused the fake phoographsof fairies, seemsto have

been convinced by wha now appears blatant trickery.

Also indudel is a selection of Victorian phobgraphstha often appear to ddightin the nasve
insoudance of viewers, while smultaneoudy deploying all theobviousartifices of distinctly
amateur drama. Althoughmany seem quite obviously faked from our now sophisticated
perspective of computer manipulation, we can appreciate that at thetime these images were
noteasily, or lighty made Photography was still consdered by some as atype of alchemy
and thusanatural aly of necromancy; notto mention the sheer amountof time tha sitters
would have to hold still and propskept in place, during thelongexposures required to make
them at all convindng.
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